
Mark 1:1-13 Discussion Questions

Big Idea:  The main thing Mark gets us to do in this opening passage is to sense the shock
of the new thing God was doing - the good news (gospel) of Jesus.

Discussion Questions:
1. John the Baptist was Jesus' cousin on his mother's side, born a few months before Jesus.
His ministry was to get people ready for the greatest moment in Jewish history, in world
history: Jesus' ministry and then death and resurrection.   How does John seek to prepare
the people for Jesus' coming (vv. 1-8)?

2. If you're sick and unable to sleep much, sometimes the night seems to go on forever. But
then, just when you're dozing a bit, suddenly the alarm clock goes off; it really is morning.
That's the mood here.  In what ways are we asleep today in our churches, our communities
and our personal lives?

3. To begin his public ministry, Jesus goes to John to be baptized in the Jordan River. What is
significant about what happens after his baptism (vv. 9-13)?

4. The whole Christian gospel could be summed up in this point: that when the living God
looks at every believing Christian, he says to us what he said to Jesus on that day. He sees
us, not as we are in our selves, but as we are in Jesus Christ. It sometimes seems
impossible, especially to people who have never had this kind of support from their earthly
parents, but it's true: God looks at us and says, You are my dear, dear child; I'm delighted
with you.”  What would it mean to you to hear God say that to you?

5. When Jesus is sent out into the desert, he is acting out the great drama of Israel's exodus
from Egypt, spending forty days in the wilderness instead of forty years. Jesus receives
affirmation through God's voice from heaven and understands the ultimate reality that God
reveals. How would this prepare him for being "in the desert forty days" where "the satan
tested him" and he "was with the wild beasts"?


